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Allure
of the
Okanagan

T'he valley in south-central B.C.
has evolved from a low-key
farming region to a multilayered
luxury destination.

iy CASANDEA KARPLIAK

o thee sixth tee box of the
Ridpe Course at Predator
Ridge, the Okanajgan Valley
rmakes its case an a single
glance. Some 100 feet below, 2 narrow fairway
strerches before you, buttreised by granite
outcroppings that set bath che seraregy and the
mied of the shoe. The target arca widens dloser
w0 the green, vpening toward Okanagan Lake

and a distant maneneain thar holds ehe b
all in one vinmistaksble sweep.

The inherent drama of Predator
Ridge's surroundings has helped che resort
community—and the greater Okanagan—
emerge as one of the top goll destinations in
Canada. A once-quice agricultural corrider,

ehe valley in south-central Bratish Columbiz

1 today 2 1x5-male seretch of vineyard-dosted

hills, glactal Lakes, and lusury resores. Kelowsa,

ehe region's Lacgest city, holds the distinetion of
bl Canada’s only UNESCO Creative City
of Gastranomy.

Betore the arca gained renown for its

golf and cuisine, the Okanagan carned its




and sirmilar lives, and it becomes a grear place to risea
fanily. And then the pelfing, e, dhat was 2 big pars of
it There are some veally niee courses around, so that was

definitely a draw for me aswell”

FAVORED FAIRWAYS

“1 have been out fo Predator Ridge a bunch of times. [

probably gravitare soward the Ridge Course becanse of
the elevation and the vicws. Playing theough the trees wath
that backdrop makes it 2 presty ssunning place to golf. 1

am a metnber at the Kelowna Golf and Country Club, and

I probably play there mare than anywhere elce. Harvest is

probably the closest one to home for me. Talso ke to get out

to Gallagher's and Tower Ranch ”

NHL FOURSOMES

“Thetw are qtee o Few goiys: Shies Weber, Mike Smith, Jodh
Goujes, Carey Pédce, Rere Bauirquie, Todd Stnpaon, Cody
Fratwom, [ordin Toores, and a lot of ethers. 'm probably
leaving 2 banch our—there are a loe of guvs thar are here,

and it's fun to get out with them, for sure”

LOCAL FLAVORS

“BNA and Bemic's Suppér Club. A good buddy of msise
owns thei, and the food and stmosphere are great. Wi live
cight near Hame Block ar CedarCreek, and thar's 2 peetey
awesome restasrant, If's puse down che streer from us, so

we like to go there in the summer, just vo ereas ourselves.
Eldorade, that's o chassic spot, especially in the summer.
%;ﬂh‘ Gate has a veally good restnrant, oo, It's 2 liede

fareher commute tor us, bus that's 2 beautitul gpor”

b

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

“In the summers, gesting on the wazer, When the kids were
younger, we had 2 pontoon beat, but now we've graduated

to asur boat, so the kids are into chat stuff, Bue just being

ourside—golfing, doing a litele biking, and hiking actually.

That's been annther ehing we've stasted doing 3 letle more

of, getting outside to hike, We've got a place at Bag White,
which we love, We've spene Christmas there the Lase number
of years, so we like getting out to ski In the sumimer, €52

nige place to po up and do some hike.”

You get an extra
month of summer
... the winters
arc mild, and
everything feels

a little casier.”

~WADE REDDEXN

CeadarCressh
Estate Winery flop
left), and Wade
Redden [below)
diring his playing
days with the New
Yok Rangers

S ol

Mizson Hill Fanily Extate’s 1023 Border Vista
Sauvignen Blane opl. and Duwails’ Bale Winery |shave)

Brisk nights, sun-filled days, and diverse
microclimates give the Okanagan a natural
wviticultural advantage, producing elegant
cool-climate whites alongside increasingly
confident red blends, These four wineries
showcase the region's range, delivering
standout vintages and tasting experiences
that match the quality of the wines.

Valley
Vintages

Mission Hill Family Estate
Mission Hill is the Okanagan's most recognizable winery. Envisioned by
proprictos Anthony von Mandl, the estare was built to astract visiton to
the region and establish che Okanagan Valley as a wine and wine-tourism
destination able s stand beside the world's bese. A& rz-story bell vower, wich
Fonisr bells cast in France, rses above stone arches, open courtyards, and serraces
averlooking Okanagan Lake,

TRY: The Bordeame-seyle

Olculus, Canada's firse 100-poine red wine. Medor-

Fforward, with Cabernee Frane, Cabeence Sauvignen. and a touch of Petit

Vierdog, it ssts combortably among the world's most senous, cellar-worthy wines.
Phantom Creek Estates
Phantom Creek Eseates represents one of the moss ambatious and high-profile
winery developeents ia Beirish Columbas's history. It sits on the Black Sage
Bench, a dustinee subregion of the Okanagan known for ies sun-soaked,
serni-artd costdstinns and souls shaped by ancient geologieal forces.

TRY: Phantom Creek Vineyard Cuvie zozo, awarded 2 gold medal ar the
1014 Decanter Wold W

Veerdae, Malbec, Syrah, Cabernet Frane, and Mezlue, it has a Jong, commanding

¢ Awards. A blend of Cabernee Sauvignon, Petig

finish rha refiuses 1o fade quictly;

Qualls’ Gate Winery

This wellesrablished winery is family owned and operared, with muleiple

gernerarians v drvolved in des evolition. Vineyards spread acenss thie Uppes
and Lower Boucherte Bench, set above the shores of Okanagan Lake and
Framed by the extinet volcanic shopes of Mount Boucherie.

TRY: 1022 Stewart Family Rescrve Pinor Noir Bright red cherry and

rasphersy meld with hings of forest foor and spice, Brishing with supple tanning

thar mirror the bke-cooled slopes where the grapes were grown.

Burrawing Owl Estate Winery

The winesy's name coines from the bustowing owl, a threatened specics native

o the South Okanagan graslinds. The estate has bong recognized this heritage,

eying its ddentity to conservatton and land stewardship. lts so-room Guess

Huouse and generous outdoor pool extend the experience beyond ehe cellar doos.
TRY: tozx Chardonnay. This full-bodicd, burtery, nuery wine opens with

aromas of ripe peach and pineapple, followed by rich noves of vanifly The wine

ws aged primarily in French oak, with a shost stant in stainles sseel —cic



The Bear Course
at Okaragan
GOl Cluty

Hledt), and the
Predatar Caurse
Aat Predator
Rickga fright].

place on the world stage through wine. The lecal Misson
Hill Farnily Estare’s 1992
Avery Trophy for “Beat Chardonnay in the World” ae the

Reserve Chardannay caprured the

International Wine & Spiric Competition in London in
s Predaror Radge, which had opened a few years earlier,
was seaedy for the attention, potsed to help anchor the valley
23 an international letre destination. Golf gave structure w
the landseape, and lusury followed.

In 2010, Gernot Langes-Swarovski, of the Swarovski
tamily, added a Furopean-seyle wellness reercae po the mix,
Spackling Hill Resost sits on a graniee bluff overloaking
Okanagan Lake, ies architecture and design threaded with
mare than 3.5 million Swarovski crystals that reflece the
changing light throughoue the day.
ernon, arcived in

The Rise Gult Course, i neazhy
1008, Dheagned by Fred Couples, the layout is perched 000
feet above the lake, its elevated seetang extending sghtlines
across vine-coverad slopes towand distant peaks. Other
standout courses in the area indude Tower Ranch and the
Brear Course at Okanagan Galf Club, both of which leverage
the valley's diverse opography for unforgertable play.

Predator Ridge, sex at the northern end of the valley, is

home to two of the region’s—and Canada’s—most acelaimed
m et - L PENET S

Golf gave structure
to the landscape,
and luxury followed.

apened in 1gg1 and esaverses ralling hills and Aelds of nacive
grusses, drawing on the opennes of the land to eveke a
Scwrtish links sl The Ridge Course, which debuted
almost two decades laver, plays through a diverse landscape
that encapsalates the natural beauty of the Okanagan.

“Predaror Ridge i made up of three distinctive sertings”
the course’s designer, Doug Carrick, says. “The upper
rolling grasslands that sicround the heart of the reort; the
mitlsection escasprment characterized by dramatic elevation
changes and rugged mek outcroppings: and the secluded
Iower meadow Landscape defined by soft, rolling topography
and pine foress,”

The Ridge Ghasrse explores il three enviionieries, but
despite its variery and drama, the lavous reniaing accessible.

“The one comment that [ hear mast often is how playshle the
AR 1) ITRNRITRI IS

The same granite found along the firways of the Radge
Course abso contributes to the Okanagan's viticultural
suceess. These voleanie rocks retain heat ehae helps ripen
frutt, while long daylight houss and ool lake aie gve life g0
vincyards that now spread across the region’s hillsides. Today,
more than 100 wineries thrive in the Okanagan, mcluding
Phancom Creek Eseates, a lavish 1060 millian project and the
most significant winery investment in British Columbia

Tiaylor Whelan, cheef wineinaker ae Mission Hall Family
Eastate, has seen the evalution of the local industry Arschand,
“The wine quality has improved as the region has masred”
he says. “The Okanagan today is much more established and
selfconfident than bt was 10 to 20 years age.”

That maturity translates not fust to better wines, but
also o elevared experiences for visitors. A private guing
o0 2 yacht on Okanagan Lake, for instance, links Mission
Hill with rwo other keading local winerics. The erise is
an upstale way for guests to move between estazes and wp

limired-production wines, all while enjoying the bounty and

THE NHL
CONNECTION

Head to any youth hockey game in Kelowna and you'll likely

find rerired NHL pliyers, pethaps Joih Gorjges and Shea
Wieher, sieting on the bench coaching the nexe generation.
Mike Smith and Byron Ritchic spend their tume developing
youing, athletes at Rink Hockey Academy, which alvo operates
Rink Golf Academy in partnership with Predaror Ridge,
Catey Peice and Jatome Iginls now eall the Okanagan thei
permanent home, as does former defenseman Wade Redden,
who played 14 years and mone than 1eoo games in the
NHL. Redden fiest came to the area durng his playang career
tor teach at Okanagan Hockey Academy and fater seeeled in
Kedowhia Wi spake 0 s aboue his acdopeed haine asd why
it's s popular with his fellow MHL alumni. —cx

THE DEAW
“The climate, You get an cxtza month of summier in the

spring and fall, the winters are mild, and everything fecls a
! - | o iy Sy




