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Love Sports? These Must-See Events Will Double as Your Dream
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Sports tourism goes beyond a niche trend — it's a global phenomenon. According to the UN World
Tourism Organization, it generates 10% of international tourism spending and is only expected to
grow.

For travelers, attending a live event is much more than watching a game; it's about connecting with
local cultures and enjoying authentic experiences beyond the final whistle.  

According to American Express Travel's 2024 Global Travel Trends Report, athletic events have
emerged as a leading travel trend. The report reveals that 58% of consumers are interested in
traveling to attend sporting events, while 37% already have plans to do so this year.

Europe commands the largest share of the sports tourism industry, accounting for $119 billion USD
in 2020. Iconic cities such as London, Paris, and Madrid have cultivated a reputation for hosting
large-scale events, attracting millions of sports enthusiasts annually.

North America follows closely, energized by the popularity of American football, basketball, and
baseball, in addition to major international spectacles like the Super Bowl and the NBA Finals.

Sin City is an excellent example of the powerful combination of sports and tourism. Las Vegas has
reinvented itself as a central hub for sports tourism, earning the nickname "Sports City." With the
arrival of iconic leagues such as the NFL, NHL, WNBA, and soon Major League Baseball, alongside
the glamour of Formula 1 racing, the city has become a magnet for sports enthusiasts.

The transformation has proven lucrative. According to the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors
Authority (LVCVA), the number of visitors traveling to Vegas for live sporting events has tripled since
2022, exceeding 2 million annually.

But it's not just about established cities like Las Vegas — cities worldwide are investing in major
sporting events to attract tourists and showcase their cultures. As we look ahead to 2025 and
beyond, these exciting events are worth traveling for.
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WATCH LIVE: Eagles Super Bowl parade (11 a.m.
scheduled)
The Philadelphia Eagles parade will start on
Broad Street and end at the Philadelphia
Museum of Art. Fans have been ready and set up
since early Friday morning. 
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Where to Stay and Play in North America
Can Sweden dethrone Canada on home ice? As excitement builds for the Four Nations Cup,
predictions are flying — and Skyscanner is here to ensure hockey fans worldwide never miss a
moment of the action, whether they're cheering from Montreal or Boston. 

“Skyscanner's 2025 Travel Trends shows that 35% of 25–34-year-olds and 25% of Canadians plan to
travel for sports," shares Laura Lindsay, Skyscanner Travel Expert. "Skyscanner's tools ensure fans can
focus on the excitement while we handle the logistics, from finding the perfect flight to booking
nearby hotels." 

The Four Nations Cup brings together the top hockey talent from Canada, the USA, Sweden, and
Finland in a best-on-best tournament. The puck drops on February 12, 2025, with games spanning
two iconic hockey cities: Montreal and Boston. Find flights to Montreal from Canada from February
12-16 from $176 and flights to Boston from Canada from February 16-21 from $535.

Every spring, Scottsdale becomes the epicenter of Major League Baseball's Cactus League. From
February 20 to March 2, fans can catch their favorite teams in action at Scottsdale Stadium and Salt
River Fields at Talking Stick. Luxury resorts like The W Scottsdale, Hotel Valley Ho, and Andaz
Scottsdale Resort & Bungalows offer spring training packages. Boasting over 330 days of sunshine
each year, golfing, hiking, and exploring Old Town's vibrant dining scene are popular pastimes in
Scottsdale.

Known as "The Most Exciting Two Minutes in Sports," the Kentucky Derby delivers tradition, elegance,
and thrill every first Saturday of May. The 2025 edition promises even more glamour with Churchill
Downs' recent $90 million renovation. Guests can sip signature mint juleps and don extravagant
hats before retreating to The Brown Hotel or The Seelbach Hotel. While in Louisville, extend your
visit with a tour of the Bourbon Trail or a stop at the Muhammad Ali Center.

Formula 1's growing popularity in the U.S. has brought high-speed excitement to Miami. From May
2-4, fans can experience the thrill of the Miami Grand Prix while enjoying the city's iconic beaches
and vibrant nightlife. Stay at luxurious properties like The Biltmore or W South Beach. After the race,
explore Miami's Cuban culinary scene or add a luxury cruise aboard MSC's World America, launching
in 2025. The Yacht Club experience on this state-of-the-art luxury ship is a heavenly escape for any
sports enthusiast looking to elevate their trip.

The Ryder Cup returns to U.S. soil at the legendary Bethpage Black Course in Long Island from
September 23-28. Golf enthusiasts have the chance to witness America and Europe battle it out on
one of the sport's most legendary stages. Fans can stay at luxurious accommodations like the Oheka
Castle, a dreamy Gold Coast estate just 20 minutes from the course. After the last putt falls, travel to
the East End of Long Island to visit the North Fork's award-winning wineries or the Hamptons'
pristine beaches on the South Fork. 

Europe: Where Culture and Competition Collide
The oldest tennis tournament in the world, the Wimbledon Championships, returns to the iconic All
England Club in London from June 30 to July 13 for another year of thrilling matches and
quintessential British elegance. Expect strawberries and cream, crisp white attire, and nail-biting
games from some of the sport's biggest stars. 

Luxury stays like The Ritz London or The Bloomsbury offer easy access to the All England Club and
iconic landmarks like Buckingham Palace. Pair the tournament with traditional English afternoon tea
at Dalloway Terrace for a true taste of British sophistication or an exclusive Tower of London tour
after closing to witness the centuries-old Ceremony of the Keys.

Every year from August to May, spectators flock to the picturesque town of Lake Como for thrilling
matches alongside the iconic lake and a taste of Italian culture. Watching a match at the Como
Stadium is a unique experience, blending the excitement of Serie A football, breathtaking lake and
mountain views, and Italy's famed lifestyle.

Andrea Grisdale, CEO and Founder of IC Bellagio, shares, "The stadium's intimate 10,000-seat setting
offers a comfortable and welcoming atmosphere, where the strong connection between the local
team, the community, and fans creates a truly special 'feel-good' culture. It's an extraordinary way to
experience Italy's football spirit."

Enthusiasts can make match day extra special by arriving at Stadio Giuseppe Sinigaglia by boat.
Grisdale recommends staying at the luxurious Vista Palazzo Lago di Como, a boutique hotel with the
city's charm right at its doorstep.

While in Como, hike along Lake Como's western shore, from Colonno to Cadenabbia, before heading
to dinner at Ristorante Rino, a Tuscan gem nearby, known for its exceptional Fiorentina steaks and
almost next door to Vineria Vitani.

The Tour de France (July 5-27) is as much about culture as it is about cycling. The race takes fans
through France's most charming locales, from the Champagne region to the Loire Valley.

Virtuoso, the leading global network of agencies specializing in luxury and experiential travel,
reports that France is riding a wave of post-Olympics enthusiasm. With the worldwide spotlight on
Paris during the Olympic Games, its ripple effect is already reaching smaller destinations.

Luxury accommodations like Domaine de Primard in the countryside or The Peninsula in Paris
elevate the experience. Pair your visit with wine tastings, castle tours, and gourmet French cuisine.
And don't forget to cheer on the cyclists as they race past your chosen spot.

Blending Athleticism with Natural Wonders
Vancouver teams up with Whistler to host the Invictus Games February 8-16, honoring the resilience
of wounded soldiers. This multi-sport event lets attendees witness incredible athleticism while
soaking in the stunning natural beauty of British Columbia.

Vancouver spoils luxury travelers with accommodation options like Fairmont Pacific Rim and
Rosewood Hotel Georgia, but don't miss Whistler's Fairmont Chateau, a two-MICHELIN Key property
known for its breathtaking views.

Stroll in Stanley Park, enjoy a scenic gondola ride to Whistler Peak, or indulge in retail therapy on
Vancouver's bustling Robson Street.

The Spengler Cup, the world's oldest invitational ice hockey tournament, takes place in the
picturesque alpine town of Davos. This iconic event combines the thrill of hockey with the serene
beauty of the Swiss Alps.

Luxuriate at the AlpenGold Hotel, known for its contemporary design and incredible mountain-
facing rooms, or explore charming lodges reminiscent of Swiss storytelling. Off the ice, enjoy Davos'
ski slopes, scenic hiking trails, or the famous Glacier Express, one of Switzerland's most stunning
train routes. 
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