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Casandra Karpiak
Winter has arrived, and with it, 

the promise of an unforgettable ski 
season. For Kamloops residents, Sun 
Peaks Resort is more than just a ski 
hill — it’s the heart of our winter 
culture. 

This year, the resort has taken 
its on-mountain experience to new 
heights with the launch of the West 
Bowl Express, a $12 million high-
speed quad chairli! transforming 
Tod Mountain’s upper reaches.

Replacing the old T-bar, this 
state-of-the-art li! triples the ski-
able terrain in the West Bowl zone, 
now o"ering access to 169 acres of 
pristine slopes. At 800 meters lon-
ger than its predecessor, the chair-
li! climbs to an elevation of 2,093 
meters, making it the highest at Sun 
Peaks. 

“On days with inversions (lower 
elevation cloud cover), the upper 
reaches of Tod Mountain are where 
you want to ski, and now we have 
more of this alpine terrain available 
for guests,” said Christina Antoniak, 
Director of Communications at Sun 
Peaks Resort. 

“An additional high-speed quad 
li! in the alpine spreads skiers 
out, so there is less demand for the 
Crystal Quad and Bur#eld Quad 
mid-station, meaning reduced wait 
times during peak periods.”

With a ride time of just 5.5 min-
utes, skiers can now spend less time 
in transit and more time carving 
turns on intermediate runs like the 
newly extended 5 Mile or explor-
ing trails like Whyte’s Ryde, named 
in honor of Tod Mountain’s early 
visionary Donald Whyte.

The buzz doesn’t stop there. Sun 
Peaks’ opening weekend kicked o" 
with a robust 78-centimetre snow 
base — far surpassing last year’s 
rocky start. With all 13 chairli!s and 
over 100 trails open, it’s shaping up 
to be a season to remember. 

“This season, we had a 
record-breaking opening day on Nov. 
23 and an all-time record-breaking 
day on Dec. 29, with the most skiers 
on a mountain in one day,” shares 
Antoniak” 

The balance between internation-
al and domestic guests has remained 

steady. While international mar-
kets have yet to return to pre-pan-
demic levels, there has been strong 
demand from key drive markets, par-
ticularly in British Columbia and 
Washington.  

Skiing Europe’s Ultimate 
Playground

While a European ski vacation 
may sound luxurious, it o!en pro-

vides better value for money com-
pared to North American resorts. Li! 
passes, equipment rentals, ski les-
sons, dining, and accommodations 
are generally more a"ordable, espe-
cially in Austria and Italy, where hos-
pitality is top-notch and the moun-
tain cuisine rivals #ne dining. 

Early snowfalls blanketed icon-
ic slopes across France, Switzerland, 
Austria, and Italy, setting the stage 
for an unforgettable ski season. 
Some resorts are reporting their best 

start in years.
Europe’s ski resorts are vast, o!en 

connecting multiple mountains and 
countries through e$cient li! sys-
tems. For instance, Les Trois Vallées 
in France—the largest interconnect-
ed ski area in the world — o"ers 
600 kilometers of pistes, linking the 
chic villages of Courchevel, Méribel, 
and Val Thorens. Similarly, the 
Matterhorn Glacier Paradise, which 
straddles Switzerland and Italy, 
allows skiers to glide across interna-

tional borders.
Europe’s appeal extends far 

beyond the slopes. Imagine skiing 
down a perfectly groomed run to 
a charming alpine village, where 
après-ski involves sipping vin chaud 
(hot wine) or indulging in fondue 
at a mountain hut with panoram-
ic views. European resorts excel 
in o"ering diverse activities, from 
sledging and snowshoeing to explor-
ing historic towns ensconced in the 
mountains.

With favourable options for any 
budget, skiing in Europe this year 
is not just a bucket-list experience 
but a practical one. Standout desti-
nations include St. Anton, Austria, 
renowned for its challenging terrain 
and vibrant après-ski scene. Zermatt, 
Switzerland, is home to the iconic 
Matterhorn and world-class ski runs. 
Dolomiti Superski, Italy, o"ers a net-
work of 12 ski areas with stunning 
views of the Dolomites.

Europe’s ski resorts proudly show-
case a rich history and tradition 
that’s hard to match. These villag-
es have welcomed skiers for over a 
century, infusing their heritage into 
everything from architecture to cui-
sine. Italy wins in the food depart-
ment (naturally). Think pasta and 
risotto paired with Alpine classics 
like polenta and venison. Combine 
that with unbeatable views and 
a"ordable lodging options, and it’s 
clear why the Dolomites continue to 
enamor visitors.  

World-Class Slopes Close to 
Home

For those seeking a European-style 
ski experience without crossing the 
Atlantic, North America o"ers excep-
tional ski destinations that rival the 
best in the world. 

Big Sky Resort is the closest thing 
to a European mega-resort in North 
America. Thanks to a massive multi-
year investment in infrastructure, it 
now boasts the most modern li! sys-
tem in the United States. Upgrades 
include state-of-the-art gondolas, 
bubble chairs, and a new tram to 
whisk skiers to the top of Lone Peak, 

Sun Peaks rises higher while Europe 
brings value and legendary terrain
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o"ering breathtaking views 
and challenging terrain.

What sets Big Sky apart 
is its sheer size and lack of 
crowds. With over 5,800 acres 
of skiable terrain and some 
of the lowest skier densities 
in the country, you’ll feel like 
you have the mountain to 
yourself. It’s the perfect state-
side alternative to the Alps.

For skiers from Kamloops, 
Tamarack Resort is an under-
rated gem that’s easy to reach. 
A short connecting %ight 
from Kelowna via Seattle to 
Boise puts you within a two-
hour drive of this boutique 
resort in central Idaho’s rug-
ged mountains. 

Tamarack is perfect for 
families and those seeking a 
relaxed, uncrowded ski expe-
rience. The resort o"ers a 
mix of wide-open beginner 
and intermediate runs along-
side more challenging ter-

rain for advanced skiers. Its 
quaint village features cozy 
dining options, and you can 
enjoy après-ski while soak-
ing in stunning views of Lake 
Cascade. 

Tamarack Resort is earn-
ing recognition as a must-visit 
destination, recently ranked 
the #1 up-and-coming ski 
resort by Powder Magazine 
and highlighted by Forbes 
as a top multi-adventure 
ski vacation spot. Condé 
Nast Traveler’s 2024 Readers 
Choice Awards also named it 
one of the top U.S. ski resorts. 

Adding to the accolades, 
The Reserve, Tamarack’s 
on-site restaurant, was voted 
#1 Ski Restaurant in North 
America by USA Today’s 
10Best Readers Choice 2023.

Jackson Hole delivers on 
both fronts if you’re looking 
for epic terrain and luxurious 
accommodations. Known for 
its steep, challenging slopes 

and backcountry access, 
Jackson Hole attracts expert 
skiers and snowboarders from 
around the world. Corbet’s 
Couloir, the resort’s legend-
ary run, is a rite of passage for 
thrill-seekers. 

But Jackson Hole isn’t just 
for adrenaline junkies. The 
resort also o"ers plenty of 
intermediate terrain and a pic-
turesque village brimming 
with Western charm. A!er 
a day on the slopes, unwind 
at the Four Seasons Resort 
and Residences Jackson Hole, 
which combines rustic ele-
gance with world-class ame-
nities. Slopeside hot tubs, 
gourmet dining options, and 
in-room #replaces make for a 
cozy ski retreat.  

No matter where you 
choose to hit the slopes, one 
thing is certain: skiing in 2025 
will be an experience like no 
other. See you on the moun-
tain! 

Free 45 minute
presentation for
grades  K - 12

 (250) 372-1799
education@kbia.ca
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CCaassttlleess  &&  MMyysstteerriieess  iinn  VViiccttoorriiaa                        AApprr  66    66  ddaayyss  $$22444400  
SSkkaaggiitt  TTuulliipp  FFeessttiivvaall  ((EEBB))                    AApprr  1144  44  ddaayyss  $$11224455  
SSpprriinngg  TThheeaattrree  iinn  SSeeaattttllee  LLiiffee  ooff  PPii,,  PPaarraaddee,,  &&  JJeerrsseeyy  BBooyyss!!    AApprr  1177  44  ddaayyss  $$11999955  
WWoonnddeerrffuull  WWaatteerrvviieeww  HHootteellss  iinn  BBCC                          AApprr  2277    77  ddaayyss  $$22664400  
FFllaavvoouurrss  ooff  VVaannccoouuvveerr  IIssllaanndd    IInncclluuddeess  YYoo--YYoo  MMaa!!            MMaayy  66  66  ddaayyss  $$33007700  
BBlluuee  JJaayyss  iinn  SSeeaattttllee  33  ggaammee  sseerriieess  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  MMaarriinneerrss!!          MMaayy  88  55  ddaayyss    ffrroomm    $$22882255  
LLyynnddeenn,,  PPoouullssbboo,,  LLeeaavveennwwoorrtthh,,  WWiinntthhrroopp ((EEBB))              MMaayy  1155      66  ddaayyss  $$11994455  
NNeeww  YYoorrkk  CCiittyy                MMaayy    2255  99  ddaayyss    ffrroomm  $$55663355  
RRiiddeeaauu  CCaannaall  CCrruuiissee  OOttttaawwaa  ttoo  KKiinnggssttoonn    JJuunn    11    1111  ddaayyss  ffrroomm  $$66332255  
OOrrccaa  KKaayyaakkiinngg  iinn  JJoohhnnssttoonnee  SSttrraaiigghhtt              JJuull      1155      66  ddaayyss    $$55000055  
WWeesstteerrnn  NNeewwffoouunnddllaanndd  &&  LLaabbrraaddoorr              JJuull  3300  1133  ddaayyss  $$77118855  
DDeennmmaarrkk,,  SSwweeddeenn  aanndd  NNoorrwwaayy!!  ((EEBB))            AAuugg  22  1199  ddaayyss  $$1177,,773300  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            WWee  PPllaann..  YYoouu  PPaacckk..  NNoo  WWoorrrriieess!!    

                                                                  ��  EEaarrllyy  BBooookkiinngg  BBoonnuuss  ((EEBB))                                **  SSiinnggllee  FFaarreess  AAvvaaiillaabbllee                                              
                                                **  KKnnoowwlleeddggeeaabbllee  TToouurr  DDiirreeccttoorrss              **  GGSSTT  nnoott  iinncclluuddeedd  

225500..337744..00883311  oorr  880000..666677..99555522    
                            wwwwww..wweellllssggrraayyttoouurrss..ccoomm  

OOrrccaa  KKaayyaakkiinngg  iinn  JJoohhnnssttoonnee  SSttrraaiigghhtt    

BC Reg. #65842                                                                    

Tamarack Resort 
worth checking out
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Skiing at Tamarack Resort.
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Lunch at Pépé Nicolas, between Les Menuires and Val Thorens.


